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We’re back! After a longer than anticipated break, due to a pandemic and staffing 
issues, we’re excited to share our newsletter with you. 

On behalf of the men and women of the North Fond du Lac Police Department, 
welcome to the Spring edition of our newsletter. It is our hope that we can provide 
you with useful information about police department updates, programs, events, 
and some of the calls and activities we’re working on. Open communication with 
our citizens is encouraged, and we value your involvement in working toward 
making the Village of North Fond du Lac a great place to live, work & play. This 
newsletter is one example of our efforts to keep you better informed about who we 
are, the services we offer, community crime trends and police and community 
events.  If you would like to be added to our newsletter email list, please contact 
ktackett@nfdl.org. 

We are a proud, full-service police organization.  Each man and woman on our law 
enforcement team is dedicated to making a positive difference in our community. 
We are committed to community-based policing and value our partnerships with 
citizens, businesses and community organizations. We provide a wide variety of 
services and strive to help solve problems each day for people throughout our 
community.                                                                                                                   

If you find yourself in need of our services; or if you have questions, comments or 
suggestions regarding how we might better serve you, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

 

Darren K. Pautsch 

Chief of Police    

CHIEF PAUTSCH ’S WELCOME 

 

SPRING 2022 

NORTH FOND DU LAC NEIGHBORHOOD 
POLICING TIMES 

     UPCOMING EVENTS 

à April 2nd - HMHS Prom 

à April 7th - Mock Tornado 
Drill 

à April 15th - Village Offices     
Closed for Good Friday 

à May 30th - Village Offices   
Closed for Memorial Day 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

NORTH FOND DU LAC POLICE DEPARTMENT 



 

The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac 
Police Department has responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the 
incidents that have been reported to police. Perhaps you have seen or heard something which might help the 
police department identify those responsible for these incidents. If so, please contact us at 906-5555, or 
report information anonymously by calling 906-4777. It is also our hope that by making you aware of 
incidents that have occurred in your community, you will be better prepared to protect yourself and your 
property from similar incidents. 

 

On December 16, police responded to an address in the 500 block of Indiana Ave. for a theft report. The victim told 
police that his 4’ x 5 ½’ utility trailer had been stolen from the backyard sometime between December 9 – 16, 2021. 
He described the trailer as having wood sides and a broken taillight. No arrests have been made. 

On January 3, the victim reported to police that her vehicle had been vandalized while she was driving on Prospect 
Ave. near Lincoln St. She told the officer that while she was driving past that location, a woman with a bicycle yelled 
at her and threw a large ice chunk at her. The ice chunk caused dents and paint chips to the rear passenger door of 
her vehicle. The victim stopped and asked for the woman’s name, but the suspect refused to identify herself and rode 
away on her bike. The suspect was described as a white female, approximately 40 years old, with dark hair and 
glasses. The suspect was wearing a red coat. No arrests have been made.  

On January 19, a resident in the 400 block of Harrison St., reported that she was a victim of fraudulent bank 
transactions. According to the woman, while reviewing bank statements, she discovered two unauthorized transfers 
from her checking account totaling nearly $4,000. The woman reported the fraud to her bank, and her accounts 
were frozen. Police are working to identify where the funds were transferred. No arrests have been made. 

On February 22, a resident in the 100 block of Polk St. told police that he was a victim of fraud. The man told police 
that he had received a text asking if he had recently changed the password to his coinbase account. He replied to the 
text that he had not, and immediately received a phone call indicating that he needed to change his password because 
his account had been hacked. The victim gave the caller his current password and a new password for the account. 
The next morning, the victim called coinbase and was told they would never call or text a customer in that manner. 
The victim discovered that $750 had been charged to his debit card and $250 in cryptocurrency had been stolen. No 
arrests have been made. 

On February 23, police responded to an address on Twin Lakes Dr. in the Lakeshore Terrace Mobile Home 
Community for a scam. The victim told police that he had received a phone call from someone claiming to be with 
the US Marshall’s Office. The caller told the man that he would be taken into custody unless he paid $2,000 before 
the end of the day. The responding officer learned that the man had met a woman on Instagram and eventually paid 
her more than $3,000 through Western Union, PayPal, and by sending her the card numbers and PINs for gift cards 
that he purchased. The person claiming to be a US Marshall told the man that he had been providing funds to an 
international crime ring and would be arrested if he didn’t pay the $2,000 fine. While the victim was in no danger of 
being arrested, sadly, he is out over $3,000. No arrests have been made. 

On February 28, a tree service employee reported a theft to police. The man told police that his 
company truck had been parked at a North Pioneer Rd. business February 24-28. During that 
time, someone had cut a padlock securing the passenger-side compartment and stole gear 
consisting of ropes, pulleys, lights, gaffs, and a harness. The total value of the stolen items was 
$2,745. No arrests have been made.  

ALERTS 
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RESOLVED 

The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac Police 
Department has responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the incidents 
that have been successfully resolved. It is our hope that by making you aware of incidents that have occurred in 
your community, you will be better prepared to protect yourself and your property from similar incidents. 

 
On December 18, an officer observed a vehicle fail to stop for the posted sign on Michigan Ave at Harrison St. The 
officer initiated a traffic stop and, upon contact, noticed the driver had glossy, bloodshot eyes and the odor of 
intoxicants was emanating from within the vehicle. The driver admitted he had been drinking prior to driving, and he 
had an open beer in the vehicle. After conducting field sobriety tests, the driver was arrested for drunk driving and 
transported to the hospital for a blood draw. The 40 year-old NFDL man was issued citations for OWI-3rd offense and 
Open Intoxicants in a Motor Vehicle. 
 
On January 20, police responded to a hit & run in the 1300 block of Wisconsin Ave. A witness told police that a white 
male in a dark colored SUV backed into her friend's car. The victim’s 2005 Mercury Sable sustained moderate damage 
to the front quarter panel and the headlight assembly. The officer was able to determine that the suspect had an open tab 
inside the tavern. The following day, the suspect returned to the business and police were notified. Police talked to the 
suspect who admitted to backing into the car and leaving the lot. The 32 year-old Town of Friendship man was issued a 
citation for Hit & Run to an Unattended Vehicle.  
 
On January 22, police responded to a motor vehicle accident on Prospect Ave near Harrison St. At the time of this 
incident, it was snowing, and the roads were covered in snow. Upon arrival, police observed a vehicle up against a tree 
and noted the vehicle had sustained significant damage to the front end and front driver side quarter panel. The driver 
told police that he had been driving northbound on Prospect Ave. and was unable to negotiate the curve and slid off the 
road due to the snow. The driver, a 16 year-old FDL teen, was issued a citation for Driving Too Fast For Conditions.  
 
On January 22, police responded to the Friendship Learning Center gymnasium for a fight. The caller reported that her 
ex-husband assaulted her boyfriend. According to the boyfriend, the ex-husband had been threatening him and then 
approached the boyfriend and punched him in the mouth. The boyfriend denied throwing any punches. The SRO 
reviewed camera footage was able to see a scuffle with both men throwing punches. The two men, a 34 year-old Berlin 
man and a 40 year-old Berlin man, were issued citations for Disorderly Conduct. 
 
On January 28, an officer on patrol observed a vehicle travel through the intersection of N. Pioneer Rd, & Winnebago 
St. without stopping at the stop sign. After initiating a traffic stop, the officer made contact with the driver and 
immediately noted a heavy odor of intoxicants from within the vehicle, and the driver’s eyes were glossy and bloodshot, 
and his speech was slurred. After failing field sobriety tests, the 41 year-old Texas man was arrested for Operating a 
Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated – 5th offense. 
 
On February 12, police responded to a motor vehicle crash in the 900 block of Wisconsin Ave. Upon arrival, officers 
found a badly damaged car crashed head-on into a tree. Police discovered that the driver, the lone occupant of the 
vehicle, was seriously injured. Officers also noted the strong odor of intoxicants. The driver was transported to SSM 
Hospital by ambulance, then transferred to ThedaCare in Neenah by helicopter. On scene, officers found additional 
evidence of alcohol use and intoxication. After obtaining a search warrant, the driver’s blood was drawn, and the 19 
year-old NFDL man was issued citations for OWI, Unreasonable & Imprudent Speed, and Failure to Keep a Vehicle 
Under Control. 
         (Continued on Page 8) 
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‘National Police Week’ has been recognized annually since 1962 when Public Law 87-726 was signed by President John F. Kennedy. 
This public law was amended by the 103rd Congress as part of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994. Presi-
dent Bill Clinton signed Public Law 103-322 which directs that the flag of the United States on all Government buildings be dis-
played at half-staff on May 15, which is ‘National Peace Officers' Memorial Day.’ 

In 1998 the North Fond du Lac Village Board enacted Operating Policy 12.05 to officially commemorate National Police Week and 
National Peace Officers’ Memorial Day in our community. Village Operating Policy 12.05 specifies as follows: 

Annually the village shall observe National Peace Officers Memorial Day on May 15 and National Police Week shall run from Sunday through Sat-
urday of the week containing May 15. 

Flags shall be flown at half staff on all municipal flag poles on May 15. 

The official flag of the National Law Enforcement Memorial shall be flown at the municipal building flag pole during police week.  

All uniformed police department personnel shall wear a black mourning band across the uniform badge during National Police Week in remembrance 
of the officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  

It’s been said that the law enforcement profession is the “thin blue line” that separates order from chaos in our society. Without the 
police there is no order…and without order there is chaos. Tragically, serving as that “thin blue line” and protecting our society 
from those that would harm it, claims the lives of several police officers each year. 

Here are some facts that you should know about law enforcement in the United States: 

There are more than  800,000 police officers that work round the clock to protect and serve the people of this great nation. 

Since the first recorded police death in 1791, there have been more than 22,600 law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty in 
the United States. 

According to data provided by the National Law Enforcement  Memorial Fund, 458 law enforcement officers died in the line of duty 
in the United States in 2021.  301 of those deaths were due to Covid-19. 

We are blessed to be able to say to that our department has never had an officer killed in the line of duty. However, many of us that 
have worked in this profession for a period of time have had a friend or acquaintance killed in the line of duty. In 2011 Fond du Lac 
Police Officer Craig Birkholz lost his life, and in 2015 Wisconsin State Patrol Trooper Trevor Casper made the ultimate sacrifice in 
Fond du Lac during his very first solo uniform assignment.  Fond du Lac Police Officer Joseph “Joe” Kurer passed away on Septem-
ber 22, 2021 from Covid-19. 

Needless to say, it’s easy to understand why this is such special week for all of the men and women that serve as the guardians and 
protectors of our nation and who are ready to respond, without hesitation, when a member of their community cries for help. It’s 
our week to honor our brothers and sisters that have laid down their lives while protecting the people of this great nation. 

The National Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial – By John M. Wills 

The long low wall sweeps across the vista 
Lions stand watch over the hallowed grounds 
Guarding those families and friends     
Who visit their loved ones in this place of honor 
Thousands of names old and new 
They've paid a price for me and you 
Unselfish and dedicated sworn to uphold 
They stared in the face of evil not backing down 
Their tour has now ended 
Their journey complete 
We'll never forget them                                                                                                                                                                     
Heroes one and all 

‘National Police week’ is Sunday, May 15 - Saturday, May 21, 2022 
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  Welcome to the Team 

The Police Department is pleased to announce the addition of several new officers to fill the force's existing vacan-
cies. 

Officer Bryce LaLuzerne started with the department on July 20th. Bryce graduated 
from Hortonville High School in 2014. In 2017, he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology, with 
Minors in Criminal Justice and Political Science from UW-Stevens Point. Bryce completed the 
Law Enforcement Recruit Academy at Fox Valley Technical College in 2017. Prior to being hired 
in North Fond du Lac, LaLuzerne was a Patrol Officer for the Grand Chute Police Department 
and previously served as a Student Security Officer for University of Wisconsin Stevens Point Pro-
tective Services. 

 

Lieutenant Panagiotis “Pete” Vergos joined our ranks on January 10th. Pete proudly served in the 
US Navy from 1998 to 2003. After serving our country, he began his law enforcement career by 
serving the community of North Fond du Lac as a Patrol Officer from 2003 to 2008. In 2008, 
Pete joined the Fond du Lac County Sheriff’s Office as a Patrol Deputy and was promoted to De-
tective in 2013. In 2020, Pete stepped away from law enforcement to pursue a career opportunity 
in fitness. When those plans were halted by Covid-19 restrictions, he decided to return to law 
enforcement and NFPD. 

 

 

 

Officer Benjamin Miller started with the department on February 14th. Ben started his law en-
forcement  career in 2009 as a Community Services Officer for the City of Eau Claire. Ben 
moved to Kellogg, ID in 2013 and worked as a Police Officer there until 2015. At that time, he 
returned to Wisconsin and worked as Police Officer for the Village of Cross Plains. Throughout 
his career, Ben has completed a lot of specialized training and has held roles that include Field 
Training Officer, Police Instructor, and Business Liaison Officer.   

We proudly welcome Bryce, Pete, and Ben as the newest members of our team! 



 

SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS 

The National Weather Service has designated the week of April 4 – 8, 2022 as Severe Weather Awareness Week. A 
Tornado Drill is planned for Thursday, April 7th at 1:45PM and again at 6:45PM. 

On average, Wisconsin experiences 21 tornadoes each year.  Tornadoes can occur any time of year, at any time of 
day.  In Wisconsin, peak tornado season is April to August, with most tornadoes occurring between 4pm and 9pm. 

A tornado is one of natures most violent and powerful storms.  These massive, rotating funnels of air come down to 
earth within seconds, usually with only short warning.  Sometimes a tornado may not even be visible.  This is why it is 
imperative to be aware of weather service advisories regarding TORNADO WARNINGS and TORNADO WATCH-
ES. It is crucial to follow safety guidelines in association with those advisories. 

A TORNADO WATCH is to indicate that a tornado is possible in the area due to weather conditions.  At this point, 
you should remain alert for approaching storms.  The conditions exist in the atmosphere, which are capable of produc-
ing funnel clouds. 

A TORNADO WARNING is much more serious.  A warning indicates that a tornado has been sighted in the area.  If 
a tornado warning is issued or if you see a tornado, move to a pre-designated safety place immediately.  Remember, 
tornadoes are more likely to develop in an area where a severe thunderstorm watch or warning is in effect.  Listen to 
local radio and television stations for updated storm information. 

If a Warning is issued or if threatening weather approaches: 

à In a home or building, move to a pre-designated shelter, such as a basement. 

à If an underground shelter is not available, move to an interior room or hallway on the lowest floor and get under a 
sturdy piece of furniture. 

à Stay away from windows. 

à Get out of automobiles and lie in a low ditch, protecting your head from flying debris.  Do not try to outrun a 
tornado. Funnel clouds are unpredictable and move very quickly, so you may drive directly into the eye, or center 
of it. 

Despite what some may believe, tornadoes can appear from any direction. Most move from southwest to northeast, or 
west to east, but not always. Some tornadoes change direction in the course of their destruction, or even backtrack.  
Tornadoes can last from several seconds to more than an hour.  However, most tornadoes last less than 10 minutes.  
Some people think that tornadoes only strike in certain places but in reality there is no place in Wisconsin that is safe 
from tornadoes. 

It is vital that everyone develop an action plan before severe weather strikes. People most at risk are 
those in mobile homes, automobiles, the elderly or very young, the physically or mentally impaired, 
and people who may not understand the warning due to a language barrier. When developing an ac-
tion plan, remember to consider transportation assistance for those individuals unable to get them-
selves to shelter. In the event of severe weather, emergency services personnel may not be able to get 
to them for an extended period of time. 

Additional information can be obtained from the National Weather Service, local Emergency Management, or Red Cross. 
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A MERRY L ITTLE CHRISTMAS 
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The North Fond du Lac Santa parade took place on Thursday, Decem-
ber 9th. Santa Claus made his annual visit to North Fond du Lac, and was 
escorted along the parade route by police and fire vehicles. Santa and his 
elves cruised through several neighborhoods, making brief stops at Op-
timists Park and several intersections along the route where crowds had 
gathered to hand out candy canes and greet anxious visitors.  With fair 
weather, Santa was met by a great turnout this year. Many more chil-
dren and parents were on hand at the Community Center for festivities 
sponsored by Spillman Library. The kids joined him there to make 
crafts, enjoy cookies and milk, and to listen to a story read by Santa.  
Parents also had the opportunity to get pictures of their children with 
Santa.  

That same night, NFPD staff took part in the annual Fond du Lac Coun-
ty Shop With a Cop event. Chief Pautsch volunteered to shop for some North Fond du Lac families that had been selected to 
participate in the event which was revised due to Covid-19 restrictions and SRO Shawn Hendrix volunteered his time to deliver 
the gifts to those families following the event. While we missed the op-
portunity to shop, enjoy a meal and interact with the kids; it was still a 
wonderful time with lasting memories! 

On Wednesday, December 22, 2021, the North Fond du Lac Police De-
partment/Police Benevolent Association concluded its annual Food for 
Families program by delivering gifts and other items to nine families that 
the Department adopted this holiday season.    

Each year a number of area individuals, families, clubs, organizations, 
churches, schools, and businesses help make this program possible 
through their generous contributions. The Benevolent Association would 
like thank everyone who made this year another great success. Those that 
helped make this year’s program possible are:   

à Community United Methodist Church  

à American Legion Post #156  

à West Shore Snow Pistons 

à NFDL Optimist Club  

à AMVET Post #7 

à Many very gracious citizens 

à Several anonymous donors 

The principle purpose of the North Fond du Lac Police Benevolent 
Association is to enhance the general welfare of the community and to 
promote the continuing growth and overall health of the community. 
This was the 34th year that the Association has been adopting families 
during the holiday season. Once again, this was an especially difficult 
year for many due to Covid-19. It was truly inspiring and heartwarm-
ing to see so many in the community step up to assist those in need. 
Thank you! 

 



 

 
Law EnforcEmEnt  

oath of honor  
 

On my honor, 
I will never betray my badge, 
my integrity, my character, 

or the public trust. 

I will always have the courage 
to hold myself and others 

accountable for our actions. 

I will always uphold the Constitution, 
the community and  
the agency I serve. 

 

For more infor-
mation on the 
topics discussed 
in the newsletter, 
please contact: 

Chief Darren 
Pautsch 

dpautsch@nfdl.org 
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On February 24, police received a report from a teenage female in Texas that she had been sex-
ually assaulted by her grandfather while visiting in Wisconsin. Investigators learned that the victim 
first began communicating with her grandfather, whom she had never met, via text messaging in 
the Fall of 2021. The victim traveled to Milwaukee to visit family over Christmas vacation. The 
grandfather met the victim in Milwaukee and gave her a present. According to the girl, after she 
hugged her grandfather, his future messages to her and conversations became romantic in nature. 
The man began sending her nude images and encouraged her to send him nude images and videos. 
On January 9, the grandfather picked up the victim in Milwaukee and drove her to a vacant ad-
dress in NFDL where he had sex with her. The 56 year-old Juneau County man has been arrested 
for Sexual Assault of a Child, Incest, Sexual Exploitation of a Child, and Use of a Computer to 
Facilitate a Child Sex Crime. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Fond-du-Lac-Police-Department-131392322766/ 

NORTH FOND DU LAC 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

16 Garfield Street 
North Fond du Lac, WI 54937 

Emergency: 911 
Dispatch Non-Emergency Calls: 920-

906-5555 
Administrative PD: 920-929-3760 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 
 

WINNERS OF: 
 

2017 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 

2014 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 
 

RESOLVED  (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 

CALL THE 
NORTH FOND 
DU LAC PO-

LICE DEPART-
MENT FOR A 
FREE HOUSE 

CHECK WHILE 
YOU ARE 
AWAY ON       
VACATION 


