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Welcome to the Summer edition of the North Fond du Lac Neighborhood Policing Times. In 
addition to sharing with you the various news and safety articles included in this newsletter, 
I would like to share with you some background on your police department. We are a full-
service, 24/7/365 law enforcement agency. It is truly an honor to lead such a professional 
and dedicated team of men and women who are committed to the safety and welfare of our 
community.  

The North Fond du Lac Police Department strives daily to make North Fond du Lac a great 
place to live, work and play.  We are committed to providing quality, professional 
policing, and outstanding customer service.  Having your trust and confidence is 
paramount.  We recognize that our effectiveness is enhanced through close community 
relationships.  We share a vested interest in our community and I urge you to do your part 
to keep our community safe.  The Police Department cannot do it alone, but with your 
help we can accomplish great things. 

We have developed and instituted a community oriented policing approach to our delivery 
of services to the community. We are committed to our community oriented policing 
efforts and to a proactive approach to law enforcement and public safety.  If you’re going 
to be traveling out of town for any extended period of time this summer, as many of us do, 
we strongly encourage you to contact us in advance. We would appreciate the opportunity 
to discuss ways to keep your home safe while you’re gone, and also to share some tips that 
you should consider to help ensure your personal safety on that trip. Remember, most 
criminals are opportunists and watch for vulnerable, unprotected homes or unsuspecting 
tourists. You’d be amazed at how just a few, simple protective measures can make the 
difference between safety and becoming the victim of a crime. We always try to do our 
best to protect the people of our community and their property, but we can’t be 
everywhere all of the time – please help us help you!  

Please feel free to contact us should you desire additional information about the 
department or any of the programs that we offer. And, of course, have a great and safe 
summer! 

Sincerely, 

Darren K. Pautsch    

Chief of Police 
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· July 4th - Village Offices Closed 

· August 2nd - NNO  Pool Party  
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The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac 
Police Department has responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the 
incidents that have been reported to police. Perhaps you have seen or heard something which might help the 
police department identify those responsible for these incidents. If so, please contact us at 906-5555, or 
report information anonymously by calling 906-4777. It is also our hope that by making you aware of 
incidents that have occurred in your community, you will be better prepared to protect yourself and your 
property from similar incidents. 

 

On March 6, police responded to a residence in the 1000 block of Audrey Court for a theft 
complaint. According to the victim, approximately $30 in cash and coins was stolen from his 
unlocked vehicle while it was parked in the driveway. No arrests have been made at this time. 
*Thieves are opportunistic – always lock your doors*  

On March 14, police responded to an address in the 500 block of Harrison St regarding a theft/
fraud incident. The victim told police that he had searched the internet for a service number for 
Hulu. The victim called a number he located and granted remote access to his computer to the 
person he spoke with. He later discovered that $1,700 had been wiped from his checking 
account. No arrests have been made. It is believed that the scammer was someone from outside 
the U.S. 

On March 23, police responded to a theft complaint at a business on State Street. The owner 
told police that someone had cut and removed the catalytic converter from a truck in the lot. 
The incident occurred sometime between March 18-23. No arrests have been made.  

On April 10, police responded to a theft/fraud that had occurred over the past several months 
at a residence in the 400 block of Harrison St. The victims, an elderly couple, reported that 
they had been scammed out of over $86,000. The woman explained that she had received a 
message via Facebook Messenger that falsely appeared to be a relative informing her of a 
government grant opportunity. The woman clicked the link provided and began communicating 
with someone claiming to be a DHHS Agent. The man eventually conned the woman into 
purchasing numerous gift cards and providing him with the PIN numbers. He also convinced 
her to send him a large cash payment. This incident remains under investigation; no arrests have 
been made. *An offer of grants or cash rewards that require the recipient to send 
payment first is always a scam*  

On May 20, police responded to a residence on Clover Ln in the Green Meadows Mobile 
Home Community for a theft/fraud complaint. The victim told police that he had attempted to 
purchase a Labrador puppy from a subject via Facebook Messenger. He indicated that payments 
of $300 and $400 were made to the seller via the Zelle app. When the victim attempted to 
contact the seller to pick up the dog, he discovered that all of the accounts and contact 
information had been deleted. No arrests have been made.  
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RESOLVED 
The information provided in this column is not a full report of all of the activity the North Fond du Lac Police Department has 
responded to or investigated during this time period. These cases are just some of the incidents that have been successfully resolved. It is 
our hope that by making you aware of incidents that have occurred in your community, you will be better prepared to protect yourself 
and your property from similar incidents. 

 

On March 1, police responded to a business on Prospect Av for a report of a Hit & run. An 
employee told police that he had been struck by a semi-trailer in the parking lot and the 
unidentified driver had left the scene. The victim was treated for minor injuries at a local clinic. 
The victim and a witness had obtained a tractor and trailer number from the striking vehicle. Police 
served a subpoena on the business and received the driver’s information. A 41-year-old Indiana 
man received a criminal citation for hit & run causing injury.  

On March 8, police responded to a domestic disturbance in the 100 block of Indiana Ave. The 
victim told police that her fiancé had pushed her onto the bed and punched her in the arm twice following a verbal 
argument. A 20-year-old NFDL woman was arrested for disorderly conduct – domestic abuse.  

On March 18, police responded to an address in the 400 block of Saratoga Av for a threats complaint. The victim told 
police that he was leaving Lakeside Park West in Fond du Lac when he noticed a vehicle following him. The victim said 
that upon arriving at the Saratoga Av residence, the driver of the suspect vehicle threatened to shoot the victim and his 
sister. The suspect, a 29-year-old Van Dyne man was  located and issued a citation for disorderly conduct.  

On March 20, police responded to a disturbance in the 700 block of Wisconsin Av. Upon arrival, officers learned that 
two women had become intoxicated and were arguing with others at a family cookout. The two Fond du Lac women, 
were escorted from the property and issued citations for disorderly conduct.   

On April 12, during a routine traffic stop on Minnesota Av, the officer noticed the odor of marijuana inside the vehicle. 
A subsequent search of the vehicle resulted in the discovery of vaping devices and THC cartridges. The occupants, an 18
-year-old NFDL man and a 17-year-old FDL teen, were issued citations for possession of marijuana and possession of 
drug paraphernalia.  

On April 17, an officer on routine patrol observed a car that had been egged while parked in the 100 block of North St.  
The officer also discovered an empty egg carton discarded in the gutter. Police were able to determine where the eggs 
had been purchased and observed store video of three teenage girls buying 3 dozen eggs in the middle of the night. The 
girls were interviewed and admitted to egging the car. All three, a 16-year-old NFDL girl, a 17-year-old NFDL girl, and 
an 18-year-old FDL girl, were issued citations for deface/destroy property. 

On April 26, officers responded to the 600 block of Michigan Av after a resident reported a suspicious vehicle parked on 
the street. Police made contact with the occupants of the vehicle and noticed the odor of marijuana. A subsequent search 
revealed numerous vials, containers, and devices with several forms of marijuana. A 42-year-old Watertown man and a 
29-year-old NFDL man were issued citations for possession of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.  

On May 13, an officer made a traffic stop on a vehicle driving 46 mph in a 25 mph posted speed zone. During the stop, 
the officer observed that the driver’s eyes were glossy and bloodshot, her speech was slurred; and he noted the odor of 
intoxicants. The driver told the officer that she had been drinking at a bar in FDL for a coworker’s going away party. 
After completing field sobriety tests, the 23-year-old Oshkosh woman was arrested for operating while intoxicated.  
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As summer approaches, the Police Department would like to remind parents of the curfew for children.  The Village 
has a curfew ordinance, which makes it unlawful for any child under 18 years of age to loaf, idle, or remain in or upon 
any of the streets, alleys, or public places in the village between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. unless such 
child is accompanied by a parent, guardian, or an adult having legal custody of such child.  The ordinance does not 
prohibit any child from performing an errand or duty if directed by his parent or guardian of urgent necessity or from 
pursuing the duties of his/her employment in an expeditious and orderly manner, or from going to or from business or 
amusement places or private homes.  The ordinance also makes it unlawful for any parent or guardian to knowingly 
permit a child to be in violation of these restrictions.  The penalty for violation of the curfew ordinance is a forfeiture of 
$50.  

 

Did you know a child’s body heats up 3 to 5 times faster than an adult’s? It only takes a few short 
minutes before a child can become dangerously overheated. 

Every year, more than 30 children die because they are left alone in a car. Sunlight coming into a 
vehicle’s windows makes the car work like an oven. In just 10 minutes a car’s temperature can 
increase by 19 degrees—and it continues to rise. There is no evidence that cracking the windows 
helps prevent vehicle interiors from reaching dangerous levels. 

Follow these safety tips to keep your children and pets safe: 

· Never leave a child or pet unattended in a vehicle, even with the windows open. 

· Teach children not to play in any vehicle. 

· Lock vehicle doors—even at home. Keep the keys out of reach of children. 

· Check to be sure seating surfaces and buckles are not too hot when securing your child in a safety seat in a vehicle 
that has been parked in the sun. 

· Check vehicles FIRST if a child goes missing. 

· Dial 911 immediately if you see an unattended child in a parked car if there are no signs of an air conditioner 
cooling the interior. 
          

.  

 

 

CURFEW IN NORTH FOND DU LAC 
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KEEP K IDS AND PETS SAFE THIS SUMMER – AND OUT OF PARKED VEHICLES 
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Any person owning or having charge, custody, care or control of any dog shall keep the dog inside an enclosed structure, upon 
an appropriate chain or tie no less than six feet in length, in an enclosed yard which is either walled or fenced, or in any other 
appropriate restraining enclosure.  Additionally, no enclosure, tie or chain shall allow the dog to be within six feet of any street, 
sidewalk, public way or neighbor’s driveway. Furthermore, public access to one entrance of the owner’s residence or business 
must be provided without interference from such dog.   

A dog may remain within the owner’s rear yard under the personal, immediate and direct supervision of the owner or other 
person who is physically present and able to control the dog by voice command.  The rear yard is that area behind a house or 
other structure, which is separated from all public streets and sidewalks by a residence or similar building. 

No owner, caretaker or custodian shall harbor or keep any dog or other animal which barks, whines, howls or makes sounds 
common to its species in an excessive, continuous, or untimely fashion. Pet owners must also maintain in a clean and sanitary 
condition and free from objectionable odor, all structures, pens, yards, and areas adjacent to where any dog or animal is kept.  

While walking, dogs shall be restrained by an appropriate leash, not exceeding six feet in length, in the hands of a person 
directly controlling the movement of such dog; and that person must be of sufficient strength to physically control such dog. 
Ordinances also prohibit allowing pets in any village parks or recreational areas. 

Anyone in violation of pet control ordinances may be fined between $150 and $500.00 for each offense.  The Police 
Department urges all pet owners to be responsible for their pets to alleviate any violations.  If you have a pet control problem or 
concern in your neighborhood, please contact the North Fond du Lac Police Department immediately, so we may correct the 
problem.  We can be reached at 906-5555. 

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP 
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Mark your calendars for National Night Out on Tuesday, August 2, 2022. National Night Out is a safety and community event 
sponsored by the North Fond du Lac Police Department and National Association of Town Watch (NATW). It is a night where 
communities and neighborhoods come together and take a stance against crime, drugs, and violence. 

Once again, the police department is planning a night of fun with a FREE FAMILY POOL PARTY from 4pm to 6:00pm at 
Village Pool, 125 McKinley Street. Swimming, music, prizes, and tons of fun can be expected at this popular annual event.  

National Night Out is designed to: 

· Heighten crime and drug awareness; 

· Generate support for, and participation in, local anticrime efforts; 

· Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police/community partnerships; and send a message to criminals letting them know 
neighborhoods are organized and fighting back. 

National Night Out involves over 16,000 communities from all 50 states, US Territories, Canadian cities, and military bases 
around the world. In all, over 35 million people are expected to participate in “America’s Night Out Against Crime.” Join us in 
celebrating and strengthening our great community. 

 

NATIONAL N IGHT OUT - FREE FAMILY POOL PARTY 



 

F IREWORKS  
While fireworks may be fun to watch, the Police Department is reminding residents they may also be costly, as many fireworks 
are illegal under state laws. The police department will be actively enforcing those laws and encourages residents to report the 
use of illegal fireworks. Not only will individuals using illegal fireworks get a fine, officers will also take the fireworks away.  

State law allows the sale, possession and use of sparklers not exceeding 36 inches in length, stationary cones and fountains, toy 
snakes, smoke bombs, caps, noisemakers and confetti poppers with less than ¼ grain of explosive mixture. There is no age re-
striction on sale, possession or use of these devices and the statute does not classify them as fireworks. These are the only kinds of 
“fireworks,” as that word is commonly used, that a person may use or possess without a permit or that may be sold to a person 
who does not have a permit. 

Possessing or using any other fireworks, including, for example, firecrackers, roman candles, bottle rockets and mortars, in Wis-
consin without a valid permit is illegal. A commonly used rule of thumb is that any device explodes or leaves the ground is illegal.  
Residents should also be aware that permits issued or sold by fireworks vendors and relied upon by buyers and users of 
fireworks in Wisconsin are not valid under State law. 

In North Fond du Lac; a person who possesses, uses or sells illegal fireworks can be issued a citation for $313.00. Each firework 
illegally possessed, used or sold may be a separate violation. 

A parent or guardian who allows a minor to possess or use illegal fireworks is subject to a forfeiture of up to $1,000 per viola-
tion.  
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2022 PBA Scholarship Winner Announced 

Wyatt Matthew Draves was recently awarded a North Fond du Lac Police Benevolent Association scholarship for 
$500.  Wyatt will be attending UW Eau Claire in the fall for four years and also plans two additional years at Marquette 
University pursuing his dream of becoming a Physical Therapist.  Wyatt was selected based on his volunteer service to the 
community as well as academic excellence at school. We wish Wyatt all the best as he begins his college career. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT FAQ 
Q: Does North Fond du Lac have a curfew? 

A: The curfew in North Fond du Lac makes it unlawful for any child under 18 years of age to loaf, idle, or remain in or 
upon any of the streets, alleys, or public places in the village between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. unless such child is 
accompanied by a parent, guardian or an adult having legal custody of such child. 

 The ordinance does not prohibit any child from performing an errand or duty if directed by his parent or guardian of 
urgent necessity or from pursuing the duties of his/her employment in an expeditious and orderly manner, or from going to or 
from business or amusement places or private homes.  The ordinance also makes it unlawful for any parent or guardian to 
knowingly permit a child to be in violation of these restrictions.   

 

Q: Should my neighbor’s dog be tied up when it is outside? 

A: Any person owning or having charge, custody, care or control of any dog shall keep the dog inside an enclosed 
structure, upon an appropriate chain or tie no less than six feet in length, in an enclosed yard which is either walled or fenced, or 
in any other appropriate restraining enclosure. Electronic fences must adhere to the same rules and regulations as a structural 
fence. Signage must be displayed on all lot lines adjacent to public right of ways indicating electronic dog restraint. Signage must 
be properly displayed for full visibility and be no less than 2” by 4” or no more than 6” by 12” in size and be made of weather 
resistant material with clear lettering. 

 

Q: Can’t something be done about the dog down the street? I’m afraid to go for a walk because he 
stands on the sidewalk barking as I pass. 

A: No enclosure, tie or chain shall allow the dog to be within six feet of any street, sidewalk, public way or neighbor’s 
driveway. Furthermore, public access to one entrance of the owner’s residence or business must be provided without 
interference from such dog. 

 

Q: Does North Fond du Lac require dogs to be on a leash when walking? 

A: While walking, dogs shall be restrained by an appropriate leash, not exceeding six feet in length, in the hands of a 
person directly controlling the movement of such dog; and that person must be of sufficient strength to physically control such 
dog. 

 

Q: Can I play catch with my dog at the park? 

A: North Fond du Lac ordinances prohibit allowing pets in any village parks or recreational areas.  

 

Q: Shouldn’t owners walking their pets have to clean up after them? 

A: No owner or individual responsible for a pet shall allow an animal to soil or defecate on any public or private property 
without immediately removing and disposing of all feces. Anyone in violation of pet control ordinances may be fined between 
$50 and $500.00 for each offense. 

Q: I’m an OTR truck driver. Can I park my semi in front of my house? 

             (Continued on page 9) 



 

 
Law EnforcEmEnt  

oath of honor  
 

On my honor, 
I will never betray my badge, 
my integrity, my character, 

or the public trust. 

I will always have the courage 
to hold myself and others 

accountable for our actions. 

I will always uphold the Constitution, 
the community and  
the agency I serve. 

 

For more information on the 
topics discussed in the news-
letter, please contact: 

Chief Darren Pautsch 

dpautsch@nfdl.org 
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16 Garfield Street 
North Fond du Lac, WI 54937 

Non-Emergency Calls: 920-906-5555 
Emergency: 911 

Administrative: 920-929-3760 

NORTH FOND DU LAC  
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE 
 

WINNERS OF: 
 

2017 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 

2014 ‘50 SAFEST CITIES IN WISCONSIN’ 
 
 

W E ’ RE  ON  THE  W EB :   

WWW . NFDLPD . ORG  

A: Tractors, semi-trailers, trucks larger than a 3/4 ton pick-up truck, motorized mobile 
homes and buses, which have a passenger capacity in excess of ten (10), may not be parked upon 
any public street or alley in residential neighborhoods. The only exceptions are for the purpose of 
delivering or picking up persons or merchandise, and vehicles or trailers used to haul or transport 
equipment or machinery by companies and/or contractors in the gainful pursuit of their employ-
ment or business. 

Q: Is my neighbor allowed to keep his boat parked on the street? 

A:  Trailers, semi-trailers, recreational vehicles, mobile homes, camping trailers, and boats 
may only be parked on a street or highway for less than 24 hours.  Vehicles stored on the street for 
72 or more consecutive hours shall be declared abandoned and shall be impounded as an abandoned 
vehicle.  The police department may grant special permission to allow on the street parking of rec-
reational vehicles for a maximum of seven (7) days.  This special permission provision shall apply 
only during the period from April 1st to October 31st. 

Q:         Can I keep my camper in the parking lot of the Community Center? 

A:            No person shall park or store a trailer, semi-trailer, recreational vehicle, mobile home, 
camping trailer or boat in any municipal parking lot for more than 2 hours. Personal property kept 
or stored in any municipal parking lot for 72 or more consecutive hours shall be declared aban-
doned and shall be impounded as an abandoned vehicle. 

Q:         How close can I park to a fire hydrant, driveway, crosswalk? 

A:           - Within 10 feet of a fire hydrant. -  Within 4 feet of an entrance to an alley or a private 
road or driveway. -  No closer than 15 feet to the near limits of a crosswalk. 


